
THE JOURNEY OF THE ABSENTEE BALLOT FROM THE MAIL BOX TO THE BALLOT BOX 
ON ELECTION DAY 

 
A Question/Answer Format 

 
1.  How can I find out if my absentee ballot arrived at my municipal clerk’s office? 
Mail your ballot early!  You can check the status of your absentee ballot by going to  
MyVote.wi.gov.  After the municipal clerk receives your ballot, he/she will check it in as 
“returned”, which then will be visible on the MyVote website.  If you do not see a status update 
after allowing for mailing time, you should contact your municipal clerk.  On the other hand, if 
you do not have access to the Internet, you also should contact your municipal clerk.  If you 
don’t know the name and/or contact information of your clerk, call Kayla Filen, Portage County 
Clerk, at 715-346-1351 between 7:30 am – 4:30 pm. 
 
2.  What do I do if the absentee ballot has not arrived? 
If sufficient time has passed and you think your ballot may have gotten lost in the mail, contact 
your municipal clerk and request a 2nd ballot be issued to you. 
 
3.  What happens to my absentee ballot once it does arrive at the clerk’s office? 
The municipal clerk will verify that the certificate envelope contains the voter signature, the 
witness signature and witness address.  If the certificate envelope is complete the municipal 
clerk will mark the ballot “returned”.  The unopened certificate envelope will be stored in a  
secure area until Election Day.  On that day, the envelope will be opened by election inspectors 
(poll workers) and your ballot will be counted.  Absentee and Election Day ballots are counted 
together.  If the certificate envelope is incomplete due to a missing voter signature, witness 
signature, and/or witness address, the municipal clerk will mail it back to the voter or contact 
the voter directly to make the necessary corrections for the ballot to be counted. 
 
4.  When, where, and how will my absentee ballot be cast? 
Absentee ballots (both in-person and by mail) area counted on Election Day along with ballots 
cast on that day.  After marking the ballots “returned”, the municipal clerk secures the ballots 
and delivers them to the polling location(s) to be counted.  Election inspectors are assigned to 
process absentee ballots either throughout the day and/or after the polls close at 8:00 PM. 
Each certificate envelope is reviewed again to ensure that it is complete.  Each is assigned a 
voter number just like those who vote in-person on Election Day.  The envelopes are then 
opened and ballots are fed through the tabulator or placed in the ballot box to be tallied with 
the rest of the ballots at the closing of the polls. 
 
Is absentee voting secure? 
Absentee voting is safe, secure, and simple.  Municipal clerks and election inspectors take extra 
care to ensure that ballots are secure from the moment the ballot is issued to the voter to 
when they are counted at the polls on Election Day.  They are sealed in tamper-evident bags 
and stored securely after the election.  Every process required documentation.  Post-election 
reconciliation is thorough and any irregularities are investigated.  Any issues that cannot be 
explained are referred to the District Attorney’s Office for prosecution. 



If you have additional questions or comments regarding this information primarily prepared by 
Kayla Filen, please contact one of the following: 
 
Rosan Zahn    rosan.sahn@gmail.com   715-340-1533 
 
Susan Zach    zachfam@wi-net.com    715-592-4398 

Arlene Meyerhofer   meyerhofer@charter.net    715-345-2819 

 

The following people have been instrumental in providing accurate, yet simply expressed information 

for these bulletins:  Reid Magney, WI Elections Commission; Katrina Shankland, WI Rep., District 71; 

Kayla Filen, Portage County Clerk; Karlyn Krautkramer, Stevens Point Clerk; Kari Yenter, Assistant to SP 

Clerk; Rosan Zahn and Susan Zach, poll workers, members of the League of Women Voters and 

members of Holy Spirit Parish.  Without their extensive assistance this project would never have been 

completed.  Thank you! 

Arlene Meyerhofer, Editor 
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